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What is the point of the Exercise?

• Basically Road Racing is a competition to figure out 
who has the best car, is the best driver, and can 
maintain control for the specified number of laps

• Over a season, we accumulate points and/or other 
measures to rank competitors

• Eventually, we can declare a victor and award a 
championship trophy

• In order to achieve this...



What Do We Need?

• A venue – usually referred to as a Race Track

• Money – Gotta pay the rent etc

• Competitors – aka Race Car Drivers with deep pockets

• Volunteers – Thoroughly covered elsewhere at this convention

• How do we get that...



Thus - MotorsportsReg

• We need to know who is coming and what they want to do

• We need to know how much income we will get

• What size T-shirt do you want?

• MSR is a huge database with lots more capability than we will address 
here. Their staff has already presented, you were probably there

• We will concentrate on information about the competitors



Basic Information Required

• Who – First Name, Last Name, Membership Number

• From – Hometown and State, Region

• Car Information
• Class

• Number

• Make

• Model

• Color

• Transponder Number

• Long list of optional stuff 



What Do We Do With That Data?

• During the registration period, Registrars and Timekeepers monitor 
the entry information

• Drivers with missing or incorrect information can be contacted before 
the event to correct

• At some point – usually after Friday night registration a file (tab 
delimited) is downloaded from the MSR database to be imported to 
Orbits
• This can be done by the Registrar or the Chief of Timing

• The fun begins...



MSR Data and Orbits

• Usually the data downloaded has a large number of incorrect items, 
inconsistencies, spelling errors, missing information

• Before loading data into Orbits, load it into Excel to enable easy mass editing

• Scan the data for bogus or missing transponder numbers
• 123456; 999999 are not valid Transponder numbers
• 2019 Sebring Super Tour – 20% of original Transponder numbers from registration were 

wrong

• Correct inconsistent or wrong car descriptions
• At the 2018 Super Tour in Portland, of 29 SRF3 entries, none had the correct car description
• Runoffs data – over 1000 edits before loading

• Export from Excel – Tab Delimited

• Import into Orbits



Orbits Data

• Start with an empty competitor database

• Look for duplicate numbers in a group

• Look for missing or duplicated transponder numbers

• Clean up any remaining capitalization and spelling errors

• New entries can be loaded from a file exported from MSR or entered 
manually

• Currently there is no mechanism to back feed corrected information 
to MSR from Orbits

• MSR change notification system needs a computer logged into MSR 
to monitor



Why Have Clean Data?

• Results look better, easier to read and find information

• Makes the job of the staff in the office more efficient
• Compiling participation

• Points keeping

• Contingency programs

• Tracking the myriad of things our sponsors need reports on

• We are in a digital age
• Computer programs are used to read Orbits files to compile statistics

• Variations of car make and model can create incorrect results
• Mazda Miata is not the same as Mazda Maita



2019 Sebring Bad Transponder List



Important MSR Functions
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