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INTRODUCTION TCS
These specifications are presented as an adjunct to your Factory Shop 
Manual. They are not meant to supersede the information that is in your 
manual that legitimately applies to your make, model, and year of car, 
with the exception of the following items. TIRE SIZES, RIM WIDTHS, 
SPRINGS, SWAY BAR(S), AND PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT. In the case 
of the foregoing exceptions, the TCS will have priority. Voids or mistakes 
that may occur in the TCS do not allow you to change your vehicle to 
conform to the TCS.

These specifications reflect the best information available at the time of 
publication. Any error found in this edition will be updated when reliable 
specifications are available from the factory/factory distributor or other 
sources recognized by SCCA, Inc.

A model is defined as a unique car configuration which can be identified 
by means of decoding the Vehicle Identification Number.

9.1.10. TOURING CATEGORY

These Specifications are part of the SCCA General Competition Rules 
(GCR), and all classified automobiles shall conform with the requirements 
of GCR Section 9 unless this Category is specifically exempted from said 
requirements.

A. Purpose
Touring Category Classes are intended to provide the Membership with 
the opportunity to compete in commonly-available, recently-produced 
automobiles in as near the legal, street-driven form of those automobiles 
as is practically and safely possible under racing circumstances.

B. Intent
Touring Category automobiles shall, at all times, be in com pliance with 
the specifications contained within their factory Shop/Service Manual(s) 
except as modified by these rules. Factory Shop/Service Manuals may 
come in the form of printed material, microfiche, CDs, DVDs and/or 
Internet access to manufacturer sponsored web-based databases. It is the 
responsibility of the competitor to provide the electronic device capable of 
accessing the data for compliance verification.

1. The competitiveness of any car in any Class shall not be guaran-
teed, nor shall the continued recognition of any car in any Class. 
Eligibility of cars may be discontinued at any time and for any 
reason, other than that of competitive stature.

C. Specifications
The SCCA shall publish Touring Category Specifications (TCS), containing 
the basic officially recognized specifications for each car eligible to 
compete in the Category during the calendar year.

1. To supplement those Specifications, competitors in the Touring 
Category shall be required to have in their possession a factory 
Shop/Service manual or its equivalent (See TCS section 9.1.10.B) 
for the specific make, model and year of the automobile entered. 
This manual or its equivalent will assist in determining the origi-
nality and configuration of the automobile, and shall be presented 
at Technical Inspection for every event and when otherwise so 
officially requested. If the factory Shop/Service manual is not avail-
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able, then the competitor shall have a copy of the official SCCA 
Vehicle Technical Sheet (VTS) with them at every event and shall 
present it for reference when officially requested.

2. The proof of legality or illegality shall rest upon the protestor and/or 
protestee.

3. Cars eligible for competition in a given year are those classified by 
the SCCA Club Racing Board by December 31 of the previous year. 
Cars classified shall have been approved by the ARB, EPA, and 
DOT for sale in the United States, and shall be models intended to 
be available to the general public for purchase.

a. The Club Racing Board may classify any particular model of a 
car, and may permit specific factory options for that car. Such 
options shall be listed on the Specification Line for that vehicle. 
No unlisted models or factory options are eligible. If no specific 
model or options are listed on said line, the classified car shall 
be the base model with no options. Converting a car delivered 
with an automatic transmission to a manual transmission is 
allowed as long as all components which differ, including, but 
not limited to, radiator, springs, engine management systems, 
final drive ratio, etc., are converted to manual transmission 
specification.

b. To be considered for Classification, a factory workshop manual 
and a Motor Vehicle Manufac turers Association (MVMA) 
“Manufacturers Motor Vehicle Specifications” form, or its 
equivalent, the official SCCA Vehicle Technical Sheet (VTS), 
shall be on file with the Club Racing Department. Should the 
factory workshop manual not be available by December 31st 
of the year of classification, the official SCCA VTS shall be 
considered sufficient for the purposes of classification and shall 
be supplanted by the factory workshop manual or its equiva-
lent (See TCS 9.1.10.B) when it becomes available. Copies of 
the official SCCA VTS may be acquired by the SCCA National 
Office Club Racing Technical Services Department.

 If the manufacturer certifies that there are no technical changes 
between model years of a previously classified car, the factory 
workshop manuals or equivalent and the official SCCA VTS 
on file at the National Office shall be considered sufficient for 
classification and compliance purposes. The certification shall 
become a permanent record of the classification in the National 
Office Club Racing Technical Services Department.

c. Only those cars listed each year are eligible to compete. Addi-
tions and/or deletions of auto mobiles shall be at the discretion 
of the SCCA.

d. “Special Performance” specifications from the manufacturer 
which go beyond those listed in the Touring Specifications 
book will not be considered valid. Any manufacturer deter-
mined to be supplying false specifications to competitors or 
to the SCCA may be advised that said specifications may be 
withdrawn or the eligibility of the car(s) involved shall be termi-
nated. The Club Racing Board is authorized to implement these 
terminations on an immediate basis without the approval of the 
Board of Directors. 
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e. In the case of service circulars, recalls, etc., the burden of 
proof of validity shall be upon the competitor.

4. To maintain the stock basis of Touring, updating and/or backdating 
of components is only permitted within cars of the same make and 
model as listed on a single Touring Specification Line. Interchanging 
of parts between engines of varying displacements is prohibited.

a. The Club may permit substitution/replacement of certain 
components or modification of some assemblies on Touring 
Category automobiles. To assist in equating competition poten-
tial, not all automobiles may be permitted some or all of these 
allowed substitutions and/or modifications. Any such permis-
sions shall be listed on the Specification line for each vehicle.

b. Cars will be eligible for competition from the time they are clas-
sified until the end of the tenth calendar year of competition of 
the latest model year listed on the specification line. Cars that 
are five (5) calendar years older than the current competition 
year shall not be eligible for positive competition adjustments, 
except as provided in the updating and/or backdating rules.

5. The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) shall correspond with the 
automobile classified and the automobile presented for competi-
tion. VIN stampings and/or plates shall remain in place.

a. A car may be entered in competition if there are a minimum of 
two (2) VIN stampings and/or plates that correspond with the 
model of automobile classified. 

b. The tenth (10) position letter of the VIN deter mines the model 
year of the car (“W” = 1998, “X” = 1999, “Y” = 2000, “1” 
= 2001, “2” = 2002, “3” = 2003, etc.).

6. In order to equate competition potential, the Club may specify a 
competition weight for the vehicle. Additionally, and to this same 
end, it may direct that a specific amount of ballast be mounted in 
the vehicle in a specific location. Refer to Section E.2. of these 
Rules for additional details.

7. When alternate parts are approved for competitor use, the requesting 
party must first provide proof that sufficient quantities of the parts 
are readily available through commercial channels. The kit must be 
submitted to SCCA Club Racing Technical Services for inspection, 
and the kit may be returned to the sender.

D. Modifications (Configuration)
The following items represent the only modifications and safety items 
permitted and/or required on Touring Category automobiles. No permitted 
component or authorized modification shall additionally perform a prohib-
ited function

1. Engine
a. Component Modification

1. Overhaul procedures which in the slightest way could 
increase performance beyond factory specifications shall 
not be utilized, e.g. porting/polishing, etc.

2. Blueprinting and balancing is allowed.
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3. No engine component(s) shall be modified in any manner 
that is not specifically permitted or authorized by the 
Factory Service Manual or legitimate Factory Technical 
Bulletins.

4. “Special Performance” specifications from the manufac-
turer which go beyond those listed in the TCS book shall 
not be considered valid.

b. Induction System
1. Air Filter(s) elements (only) may be substituted.

c. Fuel System
1. All fuel system components, settings, and specifications 

shall be as specified by the manufacturer. Fuel filters may 
be substituted with other fuel filters of equivalent OEM 
specifications.

2. Only the fuel type specified by the Owner’s and/or Factory 
Service Manual may be used. Refer to GCR Section 9.3.25 
for permitted fuel specifications.

3. The stock fuel tank may be replaced with a fuel cell that 
is designed to mount in the OEM fuel tank location or 
is specifically designed to mount in the spare tire well 
provided that it is not necessary to modify any bodywork 
to accomplish the installation other than for the purposes 
of fastening the cell securely in place.

d. Camshaft and Valve Gear
1. All valve sizes, seat dimensions, and angles, etc., shall be 

in conformance with those specifications and procedures 
outlined in the Factory Service manual.

e. Block
1. Cylinder bore dimensions shall remain as originally speci-

fied by the Factory Service Manual. No “oversize” bores 
shall be permitted.

f. Oiling System
1. Engine oil may be substituted with other oil of equivalent 

OEM specifications. Oil additives are unrestricted.

2. Engine oil filter may be substituted with any unit meeting 
OEM specifications.

g. Ignition/Starter/Electrical System
1. Spark plugs may be substituted.

2. The use of resistor or non-resistor-type plugs is permitted.

3. Batteries may be replaced with those of an alternate manu-
facturer, provided they are of similar amp-hour capacity, 
size, and weight.

h. Exhaust System
1. All cars classified in T1 and ST may replace the catalytic 

converter(s) with a pipe that has the same diameter inlet 
and outlet as the converter it is replacing. The post cata-
lytic converter oxygen sensor may be disabled, replaced, 
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or removed; the resulting hole (if present) may be plugged. 
All Touring cars may replace any part of the exhaust 
system beyond the catalytic converter(s), provided:

a. Said replacement system retains the original configu-
ration, e.g., single or dual, etc.

b. The system exits from beneath the body in the same 
approximate location(s) as the original system. When 
a factory (OEM) single exhaust system is cosmetically 
split into dual outlets, it is permitted to continue as a 
single system provided it exits in approximately the 
same location as one of the originals.

c. The system meets all appropriate event-specific sound 
level requirements.

i. Other Engine Components
1. Fluid hoses, their appropriate clamps, and belts (fan, alter-

nator, etc.) may be substituted. Related clamps and hard-
ware are unrestricted.

2. The engine management computer or ECU may be altered, 
but not replaced. All modifications shall be done within 
the original housing. The car may meet federal emission 
standards, but shall provide OBD II compliant data to the 
data link connector.

3. Cosmetic engine covers made of plastic may be removed.

2. Engine, Rotary Piston
a. All permissions and restrictions in Sections D.1.a. - m. apply.

3. Cooling System
a. Radiator(s)

1. A radiator screen of one-fourth (¼) inch minimum mesh 
may be added in front of the radiator. If added, it shall be 
contained entirely within the bodywork of the vehicle.

b. Air Conditioners:
1. The factory and/or aftermarket air conditioning system 

may be removed, provided that at least the following items 
associated with the system are also removed: compressor, 
condenser, H.D. radiator, H.D. springs/sway bars, H.D. 
shocks, larger tires, engine and transmission coolers and 
cooling fans. All duct work, wiring, Freon lines, valves, 
evaporators, dryers, and dash controls may remain. If the 
air conditioning compressor is an integral part of the drive 
system, the compressor may be retained and disabled.

2. Items that serve a dual purpose, such as an alternator/air 
conditioning compressor bracket, etc., may not be substi-
tuted.

3. The gaps around the radiator that are created by the 
removal of the air conditioning condenser and related 
items may be sealed with foam.

4. Transmission/Final Drive
a. Transmission
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1. Transmission lubricant may be substituted. Transmission 
lubricant additives are unrestricted. 

b. Final Drive
1. Unless otherwise so noted on the Vehicle’s Specification 

Line, the differential ratio shall be as delivered as standard 
equipment by the manufacturer.

2. All legitimately classified cars in Touring Class are 
permitted a limited-slip differential (Quaiffe, Torsen, etc.). 
Locked differentials are not allowed.

3. Final Drive lubricant may be substituted. Final Drive lubri-
cant additives are unrestricted.

5. Suspension
a. Suspension Components

1. Adjustment is permitted with a maximum negative camber 
of two (2) degrees.

b. Springs, Anti-Roll bar(s), and Shock Absorbers
1. Springs and anti-roll bar(s), shall remain as manufactured 

unless an alternate is listed on the vehicle specification 
line. Cars where air conditioning units have been removed 
shall refer additionally to Section D.3.b.1., above, for addi-
tional spring requirements.

2. The make of shock absorber may be changed. Their 
number, perch location(s), system of attachment, and 
attachment points shall not be altered. Their type (tube 
vs. lever, etc.) shall not be altered. The interchange of gas 
and hydraulic shock absorbers is permitted.

a. The mounting hardware utilized shall be of the original 
type.

b. The use of any shock absorber bushing material is 
permitted. Note: the bushing attaching the end of the 
strut to the body or frame on a strut-type suspen-
sion system is considered a suspension bushing, not a 
shock absorber bushing. 

c. The placement of the spring shall remain as stock. The 
distance between the lower mounting bolt, or other 
system of attachment, to the bottom of the spring as 
it sits on the perch shall be the same as stock.

d. Suspension geometry and range of travel shall not be 
altered.

6. Brakes
a. Components

1. The make and material of brake pads and linings may be 
changed.

2. Brake fluid may be substituted with any brake fluid.

3. Brake rotor dust shields may be removed.

4. Flexible rubber brake lines may be replaced with Teflon 
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lined, metal braided hoses.

5. Brake duct kits may be used if noted on the vehicle speci-
fication line. To have a commercially available brake duct 
kit considered, send a request to the CRB.

7. Wheels and Tires
a. Wheels

1. Any type wheel suitable for competition may be used, 
provided:
a. Any wheel not exceeding the specified diameter and 

rim width on the vehicle’s specification line may be 
used.

b. Wheels are permitted any offset provided the tire tread 
(that portion of the tire that contacts the ground) does 
not protrude beyond the fender opening when viewed 
from the top perpendicular to the ground, unless spec-
ified differently on the individual spec line for that car. 
To determine compliance the vehicle should be rolled 
through a powdered substance, as raced with driver, 
in order to indicate the tire tread contact patch under 
static conditions.

c. Cars equipped with lug bolts may convert to wheel 
studs and lug nuts.

d. Wheel studs may be replaced with longer studs as 
necessary to fit optional wheels. Wheel spacers may 
be used for purposes of adjusting track.

2. Hub caps and wheel trim rings shall be removed from all 
wheels.

b. Tires
Unless otherwise so noted on a vehicle’s TCS line, all cars shall run 
the tire size as listed for the vehicle in the TCS or an authorized 
replacement size. When authorized replacement tires are used, the 
same size tire shall be used on each axle (front tires need not be 
the same size as rear tires). 

All tires shall be DOT approved and shall be offered for sale over 
the counter through the manufacturer’s tire dealer network. Racing, 
recapped and regrooved tires are prohibited. The brand of tire and 
tire pressures are unrestricted. The only modifications allowed to 
tires are having treads “shaved” or “trued.”

All cars shall run tires with a minimum of a “U” speed rating. For 
size determination, the molded section shall be used. All cars are 
allowed a section increase or decrease of 10mm or 20mm (e.g., 
195 may use 175, 185, 195, 205 or 215). All cars are allowed an 
aspect ratio increase or decrease of 5 or 10 (e.g., 55 may use 45, 
50, 60 or 65). 

8. Body/Structure
a. Configuration/Modifications

1. Component Alignment: All body components shall main-
tain their original relationships. Gaps or openings shall not 
be increased, decreased, or eliminated through realign-
ment of components. Normally occurring gaps or seams 
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shall not be taped over.

2. Door Glass
a. All cars shall run with both front door windows fully 

open (down).

3. Spoilers (Wings)
a. Only original equipment front spoilers, dams, and rear 

spoilers and wings shall be permitted unless specified 
on the vehicle specification line.

4. Other Body Components
a. Sunroofs, Targa tops, and T-tops are only permitted if 

installed by the manufacturer of the vehicle. If installed 
they must be retained on the vehicle, run in the closed 
position, and securely bolted in place unless the oper-
ating rails adequately secure the panel. Glass panels 
are permitted.

 Hardtops: If a hardtop is required, it shall be the orig-
inal equipment hardtop from the vehicle manufacturer 
unless an alternate part number or manufactrer is 
listed on the vehicle spec line.

b. Hatchback “privacy covers” shall be completely 
removed.

b. Appearance
1. Cars may be painted any color(s). Markings and numbers 

may be painted.

2. Vehicles shall be neat and clean, and shall not be dirty 
externally or in the engine or passenger compartments. 
They shall not show bodywork damage, and shall not be 
presented for competition totally or partially in primer. 
Cars that do not bear the prescribed identification marks, 
Club Racing logos, and numbers in conformance with GCR 
Section 9.3.28. shall not be approved for competition.

9. Driver (Passenger) Compartment (Trunk)
a. Seating

1. The driver’s seat (only) shall be replaced with a one-piece 
bucket-type race seat.

2. Rear heating/air conditioning ducts which are located under 
the driver’s seat may be removed or modified to facilitate 
seat installation.

b. Steering Wheel
1. Aftermarket steering wheels, and their required mounting 

modifications, are permitted.

c. Gauges and Accessories
1. Water temperature, oil temperature, oil pressure, and 

boost/vacuum gauges are permitted and shall be securely 
mounted, and shall perform no other function other than 
their primary use.

2. Interior mirror(s) may be replaced with a multi-panel type 
mirror, but no such mirror shall extend beyond the confines 
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of the interior of the vehicle.

3. Two-way radios may be used.

4. Hand controls are permitted in those instances where the 
driver can demonstrate the physical need for them.

5. Data Acquisition Systems
 Stand alone data acquisition systems are allowed to 

be in use in the car during practice, qualifying and race 
events. These devices may be connected to the data link 
connector in the car to extract available data. This must be 
a one-way out connection and no calibrating or alteration 
of the PCM is to be done while the car is in motion and the 
system in place.

d. Interior Modifications
1. Sun visors, grab handles, and removable head rests may 

be removed.

2. OEM Driver’s seat belt assembly may be removed.

3. Carpet/padding may be cut for roll cage installation.

4. Interior trim panels may be cut solely to permit passage 
and attachment of roll cage front and rear hoop braces. 
Dashboard may be cut solely to allow passage of roll cage 
front downtubes. All other interior panels shall remain 
unmodified unless otherwise so permitted on the vehicle’s 
TC Specification Line.

5. Spare wheels and tires may be removed. Jacks and OEM 
tool kits shall be removed. Tire well covers and other 
recess covers shall be removed from trunks and the rear 
areas of hatchback automobiles unless positively fastened 
at multiple locations via mechanical means.

6. Removal of radio and speaker components is permitted.

10. Safety
a. Steering Column (Locks)
Steering column locks may be removed.

b. Safety Harness
1. All cars shall be equipped with a driver’s restraint system 

meeting the specifications of GCR Section 9.3.18.

2. All cars shall have a driver’s side window safety net 
complying with GCR Section 9.3.52. Nets shall be mounted 
in such a manner as to provide protection in the event the 
driver’s door opens.

3. In those cars where a window safety net cannot be 
installed, arm restraints shall be used. Arm restraints are 
not an acceptable substitute for window nets in any other 
type of car.

c. Fire Systems (Extinguishers)
All cars shall have, as a minimum, a fire extinguisher meeting the 
specifications of GCR Section 9.3.22. Touring Category automo-
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biles may be equipped with a fire system meeting the specifications 
of GCR Section 9.3.22.

d. Passive Restraint Systems
Passive restraint systems shall be deac tivated. Air bag systems 
shall be deactivated and may be removed. If the car is to be used 
on public roads, we recommend that these items be reactivated/
rearmed/replaced when not in competition.

If so equipped, the rolling door lock mechanism may be deactivated 
by unplugging the components.

e. Towing Eyes
Towing eyes per GCR Section 9.3.46 shall be fitted.

f. Electrical Master Switch
An electrical master switch may be installed.

E. Car Classification
These classifications shall be reviewed on an annual basis, and shall be 
effective as of January 1. Once these classifications have been officially 
published, no changes or additions shall be made after March 1 of the 
calendar year.

Touring Category Classes are as follows: T1, T2, T3, and ST.

1. Weight
a. The weight, as listed on an automobile’s Specification Line, 

shall be with driver and required ballast. Refer to GCR Section 
9.3.48., “Weight.” If a cool suit system is utilized, it shall be 
weighed with the car as it came off the track.

2. Ballast
a. Some vehicles may be required to carry specific amounts of 

ballast. If such ballast is specified for an automobile, in addi-
tion to the requirements of GCR Section 9.3.8., “Ballast,” the 
following requirements shall also be met:

1. All specified ballast shall be securely mounted in the 
passenger footwell of the vehicle, aft of the firewall and 
any footwell angle, and forward of the passenger seat 
unless otherwise so permitted on the vehicle’s TC Specifi-
cation Line.

2. It shall be in segments no lighter than twenty-five (25) 
pounds and no heavier than fifty (50) pounds, and shall 
be capable of being removed to be weighed apart from the 
car.

3. Each segment shall be fastened with a minimum of two 
(2) one-half (1/2) inch bolts and positive lock nuts of SAE 
Grade 5 or better, and shall utilize large-diameter, load-
distributing washers.

4. Holes may be drilled in the passenger footwell floorpan for 
purposes of mounting the ballast (only), and said floorpan 
may be reinforced as required for the same purpose.
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