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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:

Edward Smith, Finger Lakes Region SCCA, (816) 555-7222

e-mail: esmith@scca.com

Finger Lakes Car Club Races to Beat Diabetes

SCCA Region Looks to Surpass $80,000 in Donations in 2003

ROCHESTER, NY (Sept. 1, 2004) — The Finger Lakes Region of the Sports Car Club of America will hold its 16th annual benefit sports car race for juvenile diabetes Saturday, Sept. 8, at Watkins Glen International Race Track in Watkins Glen, N.Y.

The amateur racing association has embraced the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation as one of its top charities for the past 20 years. More than 40 drivers have registered for the race, and seven local major corporations, including Kodak and Pepsi, serve as sponsors.

“This event has grown tremendously since it first began,” said Bob Jones, regional executive of the SCCA’s Finger Lakes Region. “Finger Lakes raised more than $80,000 last year, and we plan to exceed that amount in 2004.”

— more —
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The race begins at noon and the awards ceremony will be held at 4 p.m. Racers gathered pledges, with commitment levels that can fluctuate based on each driver’s finish. In addition, race sponsors are expected to contribute. Corporate sponsors accounted for nearly $40,000 in 2003 donations. 

“This is only one of the more than 2,000 events SCCA sanctions nation-wide every year,” Croucher said. “The SCCA is committed to the thrill of motorsports, but we are also committed to being good members of the community. This event brings together people with a passion for racing, so they may enjoy that passion for a good cause.”

###

Founded in 1944, the Sports Car Club of America currently has more than 50,000 members and 114 regions across the United States. Amateur racers participate in events ranging from parking lot courses in Solo competition to RoadRallies. For more information, log on to www.scca.com.

Information in this release is for example only.
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Media Advisory

Who:

Sports Car Club of America, Finger Lakes Region

What: 

16th Annual Race to Beat Diabetes

When: 
Noon, Saturday, Sept. 8, 2009
Where: 
Watkins Glen International Raceway

Why: 
To raise money for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. Juvenile diabetes affects more than 4,500 young people in our area. The Finger Lakes Region of SCCA holds an annual benefit race to help research a cure. 

Photo locations are set up throughout the track for photo opportunities of the race. Other photo opportunities will occur one hour before the race when children affected with diabetes will be invited to sit in the cars and meet the drivers. 

For more information, contact Edward Smith, (816) 555-7222 or esmith@yahoo.com. 
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Feb. 6, 2009
Mike Fannin

Sports Reporter

The Kansas City Star

1729 Grand Blvd.

Kansas City, MO 64108

Dear Mike:

Like any other recreational organization, the Sports Car Club of America is made up of many different types of individuals, all of whom have one thing in common: to indulge their passion for racing. Taking a closer look at one of the individuals who is a member of the SCCA would make an interesting feature story for your readers.

Early next month, the St. Louis Region SCCA is holding the 16th annual Race For the Cure, which benefits juvenile diabetes. One of our local members, John Doe of Smithtown, was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes when he was just five years old. John struggled for many years to cope with his illness, and today enjoys a full and happy life. His personal story would put a face on this illness, while educating the public about it. 

I will follow up with you in a few days to gauge your interest in writing a feature story about John and will set up an interview with John and his doctor, if you would like. In the meantime, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call me at 816-942-7222. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Edward Smith, 

Director of Publicity

St. Louis Region

SCCA

Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) is a 60,000- plus-member, not-for-profit organization, founded in 1944, which holds more than 2,000 amateur and professional motorsports events each year.

115 regions make up the SCCA, which is headquartered in Topeka, Kan.

There are four main areas of concentration for SCCA: Club Racing, Rally, Solo and Pro Racing:

Club Racing

Club Racing is the backbone of the SCCA, holding more some 300 high-speed racing events annually. Of the Club’s members, more than 49 percent are involved on the amateur level either as drivers, crew, workers or officials. More than 8,000 SCCA members are eligible to compete within SCCA’s Club Racing programs.
SCCA Club Racing has three levels of events—Time Trials, which range from driving your street car on a track for fun to competing against the clock; Regionals, for entry level wheel-to-wheel action; and Nationals, for the top level of competition culminating with the BFGoodrich Tires SCCA Super Tour and, finally, the SCCA National Championship Runoffs.
Solo

Solo is the SCCA brand name for autocross competition, and the place where many members scratch their motorsports itch. Solo competition doesn’t involve the high cost or elevated risk associated with club racing. Participants often use their own vehicles to navigate the Solo course. 
These events are driving skill contests that emphasize the driver’s ability and the car’s handling characteristics by driving a course designated by traffic cones on a low hazard location, such as a parking lot.
Solo makes up the majority of SCCA’s events, with approximately 1,200 competitions held each year. The pinnacle of SCCA Solo competition is the Tire Rack SCCA National Solo program, made up of the Tire Rack ProSolo National Series, the Tire Rack Solo National Tour and the Tire Rack SCCA Solo National Championships.
Rally

There are two main types of Rally competition in SCCA— RallyCross and RoadRally.
RallyCross, the more popular of the two and one of the fastest-growing types of grassroots motorsports competition in America, is like a Solo competition on a low-grip surface. Events are often held on dirt, gravel and even ice. 

RoadRally involves two or more people, in ordinary cars, on regular roads, traveling within the legal speed limit. This race is about accuracy, not speed.
Pro Racing

One of the most revered names in professional motorsports, SCCA Pro Racing is a subsidiary of Sports Car Club of America, operating and organizing road racing events across the country with series such as the Pirelli World Challenge Championships, Trans-Am Series, Playboy Mazda MX-5 Cup, Formula Ford 2000 and 1600 Championships and Formula 1000 Championship.

Other
SCCA is also involved in a number of other activities through its Foundation, including a partnership with the BMW Car Club of America Foundation with the Tire Rack Street Survival Program. This is a teen driving program that helps new drivers learn the basics on how to stay safe on the streets.









